
EUROPEAN HERITAGE 
ALLIANCE MANIFESTO
Cultural Heritage: a powerful Catalyst  
for the Future of Europe



On this landmark Europe Day when we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Schuman  
Declaration , and the launch of the process of European integration; 

At a time when Europe and the entire planet are struggling to overcome an unprecedented crisis 
caused by the COVID-19 virus and when we have to define robust policies to reset and rebuild 
our societies and economies;  

Having in mind that the vast world of culture and cultural heritage has been heavily and parti-
cularly affected by the pandemic, with serious cultural, social, and economic implications for 
heritage professionals and volunteers; 

Impressed by the exceptional efforts made by culture and heritage actors to keep people’s spir-
its up by sharing access to an extraordinarily rich offer of cultural content;

We, representatives of the vast heritage community active across Europe have gathered under 
the banner of the European Heritage Alliance , to convey a strong message of solidarity, hope, 
and unity to Europe’s leaders and citizens. We are ready to contribute to Europe’s immediate 
social and economic recovery, as well as to the longer-term advancement of the European project;

Inspired by the vision and audacity of Robert Schuman and his peers, 70 years ago, we strongly 
believe that we must seize the current crisis to put culture and cultural heritage where they 
belong: at the very heart of Europe’s revival;

AS DEMONSTRATED DURING THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF CULTURAL HERITAGE IN 2018 ,  
THERE ARE MANY WAYS IN WHICH CULTURAL HERITAGE CAN ACT AS A CATALYST  
FOR POSITIVE CHANGE. 

IN THIS MANIFESTO, WE HIGHLIGHT ⑦ INTERCONNECTED WAYS  
IN WHICH THIS IS THE CASE:  


EUROPEAN HERITAGE 
ALLIANCE MANIFESTO
Cultural Heritage: a powerful catalyst  
for the future of Europe

 READ   SIGN   SHARE 

https://www.europeana.eu/en/exhibitions/70th-anniversary-of-the-schuman-declaration
https://www.europeana.eu/en/exhibitions/70th-anniversary-of-the-schuman-declaration
http://europeanheritagealliance.eu/
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/


 ➊ Healing Europe
In times of health emergencies, cultural heritage plays, and will continue to play, an essential role 
for the physical and mental wellbeing of every individual and of our societies as a whole. As evi-
denced by a rich body of literature and increasingly recognised in public decision-making, wellbeing 
is a holistic concept which encompasses emotional, social, cultural, spiritual and economic needs, 
which allow individuals to realise their full potential and engage in society to their fullest capacity. 
Therefore, investing in cultural heritage means investing in public health, wellbeing, and improving 
the quality of people’s lives.

 ➋ Being Europe
At a time when the whole world is facing a profound transformation of our way of life, our shared 
cultural heritage and values constitute a much-needed anchor and compass. They can indeed pro-
vide a sense of direction and inspiration to make the right choices ahead of us. Cultural heritage 
ensures the link between our roots, identities, and traditions and the wider European and global 
picture. Participation in, and engagement with, cultural heritage also enables us to embrace our 
diversity and to use it as a source of enrichment and creativity. How European citizens feel and 
understand their shared heritage, and how this process of heritage interpretation is facilitated, is 
critical for the future of Europe. This is why greater investment in culture, education, science, and 
innovation must be at the heart of the promotion of our European way of life - in its full diversity. 
This is also why in the future, a “European Union of Shared Values” must be as important as Europe’s 
economic, monetary, or political union.  

 ➌ Digitally Transforming Europe 
The COVID-19 outbreak has underlined the critical importance of digital access to cultural heritage. 
At a time when people seek to remain closer together while staying physically apart, cultural heri-
tage organisations across Europe have risen to the challenge. Europe already plays a leading role in 
digital cultural heritage and has the potential to forge ahead with new technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence and machine learning based on humanistic and ethical principles. Now we must 
work together to accelerate and further improve this digital transformation. At the same time, we 
must narrow the divide between institutions that are digitally equipped, and those that are not. We 
need to democratise access to our heritage to support diversity, inclusivity, creativity, and critical 
engagement in education and knowledge sharing. We need to promote collaborations and experi-
mentations that strengthen our capacity for innovation. And we need to promote the use of digital 
technology and expertise, to strengthen our cultural institutions’ role in telling our European stories. 

 ➍ Greening Europe 
While the European Union is working on its historic “European Green Deal”, we must ensure that the 
cultural dimension of the green transformation of our society and economy is fully taken on board. 
Our cultural heritage, including cultural landscapes, are severely threatened by climate change. But 
the cultural world, with its wealth of traditional knowledge and skills, can also be used to further 
expand on mitigation and adaptation practices which can help achieve the ambitious objectives of 
the European Green Deal. We strongly support calls for a ‘green recovery’ of Europe after the pan-
demic and are convinced of the immense potential of cultural heritage to help achieve it. 



 ➎ Regenerating Europe 
The now landmark study Cultural Heritage Counts for Europe  provides robust evidence of the 
clear benefits of heritage investment for the regeneration of cities and regions, both on individual 
and community levels. Given the prospect of dramatic job losses, we urge EU leaders to invest in 
heritage-led regeneration of urban and rural areas, enabling and amplifying Europe’s social and eco-
nomic recovery. In this way, Europe will not only preserve many existing jobs and related skills but 
also create new rewarding jobs, ranging from specialised crafts to the sophisticated use of digital 
and other new technologies. Such a “New Deal for Cultural Heritage” will in turn drive social and 
economic innovation, and contribute to a major improvement of our living environment. The huge 
potential of heritage-led regeneration in historic cities, villages and the countryside across Europe 
can indeed become a real ‘game-changer’ towards a greener and more sustainable Europe.

 ➏ Experiencing Europe 
Faced with the catastrophic impact of the pandemic on the tourism industry due to travel and 
mobility limitations, which puts 13 million European jobs at risk, we fully support the appeal for a 
major “EU tourism rescue plan”. This plan should include special measures for the revival of cultural 
tourism, one of the largest and fastest growing tourism segments worldwide which accounts for 
40% of all European tourism. Tourism needs cultural heritage and cultural heritage needs tourism. 
But we recover from this crisis by using it as an opportunity to promote more innovative and sus-
tainable forms of tourism. In doing so, we will deliver lasting benefits for public and private owners 
of heritage sites and the communities that surround them, generating higher quality experiences 
and greater enjoyment for visitors. 

 ➐ Embracing The World 
Finally, as the current crisis has shown, the clear interconnection and fragility of humanity provides 
Europe with a unique opportunity to enhance its positive and constructive role in the world. Cul-
ture and cultural heritage are key drivers for enhancing respect, understanding, and trust as the 
prerequisites for the global solidarity and cooperation. Europe should thereby use its rich cultural 
resources to champion this process. 

IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, WE NEED TO URGENTLY AND COLLECTIVELY MOBILISE  
THE TRANSFORMATIONAL POWER OF CULTURE AND CULTURAL HERITAGE TO PROVIDE 
MEANING AND INSPIRATION FOR EUROPE’S GREEN AND INCLUSIVE RECOVERY  
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE PANDEMIC. 

TOGETHER, we can deploy their full potential  
for a better future for Our Europe.

http://blogs.encatc.org/culturalheritagecountsforeurope/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/CHCfE_FULL-REPORT_v2.pdf


1 ACCR   
Association des Centres 
Culturels de Rencontres

2 ACE   
Architects’ Council of Europe

3 AEERPA   
European Association 
of Architectural Heritage 
Restoration Companies

4 Blue Shield 

5 CIVILSCAPE   
European Landscape 
Convention

6 EAA   
European Association 
of Archaeologists

7 E.C.C.O.   
European Confederation 
of Conservator-Restorers’ 
Organisations

8 ECF   
European Cultural Foundation

9 ECOVAST   
European Council for the Village  
and Small Town

10 ECTN   
European Cultural 
Tourism Network

11 ECTP-CEU   
European Council  
of Spatial Planners

12 EFAITH   
European Federation 
of Associations of Industrial 
and Technical Heritage

13 EFFORTS   
European Federation 
of Fortified Sites

14 EHHA  
European Historic 
Howuses Association

15 EHTTA   
European Historic Thermal 
Towns Association

16 ELO   
European Landowners’ 
Organisation

17 EMA   
European Museum Academy

18 EMF   
European Museum Forum

19 EMH   
European Maritime Heritage

20 ENCATC   
European Network of Cultural 
Administration Training Centres

21 ENCoRE   
European Network for 
Conservation-Restoration  
Education

22 ERIH   
European Route 
of Industrial Heritage

23 ETC   
European Travel Commission

24 EUROCLIO   
European Association 
of History Educators

25 EUROCITIES   
The Network of Major 
European Cities

26 EUROPA NOSTRA   
The Voice of Cultural 
Heritage in Europe

27 Europeana Foundation  

28 EWT   
European Walled Towns

29 FEDECRAIL   
European Federation of Museum 
and Tourist Railways

30 FEMP   
European Federation for 
Architectural Heritage Skills

31 FRH   
Future for Religious Heritage 
– European Network for 
historic places of worship

32 Heritage Europe-EAHTR   
European Association 
of Historic Towns and Regions

33 ICOM  
International Council 
of Museums

34 ICOMOS   
International Council 
on Monuments and Sites

35 IFLA Europe   
International Federation 
of Landscape Architects

36 Interpret Europe   
European Association for 
Heritage Interpretation

37 INTO   
International National 
Trusts Organisation

38 ISOCARP   
International Society of City 
and Regional Planners

39 Mad’in Europe 

40 MCA   
Michael Culture Association

41 NECSTouR   
Network of European 
Regions for a Sustainable 
and Competitive Tourism

42 NEMO   
Network of European 
Museum Organisations

43 OWHC   
Organisation of World 
Heritage Cities

44 Perspectiv   
Association of Historic 
Theatres in Europe

45 RANN   
Réseau Art Nouveau Network

46 SEE Heritage Network   
South East European 
Heritage Network

47 TICCIH Europe   
The International Committee 
for the Conservation 
of the Industrial Heritage

48 TEH   
Trans Europe Halles 

49 UIA workgroup  
Heritage Region1    
International Union  
of Architects

THIS MANIFESTO WAS LAUNCHED ON 9 MAY 2020 BY MEMBERS  
OF THE EUROPEAN HERITAGE ALLIANCE
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  READ THE MANIFESTO. ALSO AVAILABLE IN ALBANIAN , ARMENIAN , CZECH ,  

DUTCH , ENGLISH , ESTONIAN , FRENCH , GERMAN , GREEK , HUNGARIAN , ITALIAN ,  

POLISH , PORTUGUESE , ROMANIAN , SERBIAN (CYRILLIC  & LATIN  SCRIPT)  

SLOVENIAN , SPANISH , CATALAN , SWEDISH  & TURKISH  !

  SIGN  THE MANIFESTO AS AN INDIVIDUAL AND/OR AS REPRESENTATIVE  

OF AN ORGANISATION. BY 15/6, WE ALREADY GATHERED 600 SIGNATORIES,  

WITH NEW PEOPLE SIGNING EVERY DAY!

  SHARE THE MANIFESTO WIDELY WITH YOUR OWN NETWORK.

  THANK YOU FOR ENDORSING AND AMPLIFYING OUR MESSAGE FOR EUROPE!  

THERE ARE MANY WAYS IN WHICH CULTURAL HERITAGE CAN ACT  

AS A CATALYST FOR POSITIVE CHANGE.

Photo Credits: Europa Nostra | Visit the Europa Nostra website for more information

 @europeanaeu   @europanostra   @heritage4europe 

#EuropeanHeritageAlliance  #EuropeForCulture

The European Heritage Alliance Manifesto  
was presented at the Europe Day Webinar  
co-hosted by Europa Nostra and  
Europeana Foundation on 9 May 2020
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